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Preface 

Important: Read this first 

This book is very short (about 64 full pages). It can be read in one day, or even in three hours. 

But it is not possible to master the material in this book in such a short time. If you are tempted to rush through the book, don't do it. In particular, the  Nine Powerful Methods,  need careful and thorough study. Remember that you are learning techniques to permanently fix the spellings of words that you might not have been able to conquer up to now. Take your time over learning the methods (about two full weeks); attempt all the exercises conscientiously and thoroughly to the best of your ability; and then apply the methods to the  

 Spelling Bee Words in the remaining six weeks. I am confident you will be able to remember all the words in a quarter of the time that others before you have taken. I wish you the best of luck! 

Pervaiz Salik 









Chapter 1 


Introduction 

For most people – even those whose native language is English – spelling is a nightmare; English being a most awkward language from this point of view. Problems are inevitable in an alphabet system which has only 26 letters, but over 40 different sounds that are to be represented by these letters. This is the main reason why spelling mistakes are common, but there are many other factors too. Traditionally, spelling has been taught in two ways: 1. Memorisation/ Repetition method 

The teacher has a list of difficult words which are ‘practised’ daily in class. The idea is that by dictation and constant repetition of these words, the pupil will learn the correct spelling. 

Improvement, in fact, does take place in the short term; but since long term memory is required, the correct spelling is later forgotten. 

2. The Rule Method 

Various complicated spelling rules are given to the pupil (amounting to at least 30 pages). 

These must be learned by heart and applied until mastery is achieved. Unfortunately, there are very few useful rules. The so-called rules have many exceptions, so that one has to learn not only the rules but also the exceptions to the rules – in effect doubling the effort needed. In this book, it is assumed that the reader is familiar with the most basic and simplest rules that one unconsciously learns in Primary classes; these are given in Appendix 1. 

The novel approach adopted in this book is to make use of the familiar words that the reader can spell correctly and link them to the difficult words by using (for example) techniques like  

 simplification and associated spelling words.  Various classes have tried out these new techniques and found them to be much more effective than the two methods currently used in schools. Hopefully, this new approach will also work for you. 









Chapter 2 

Test Your Spelling 

Get someone to read out and pronounce correctly these words and see how many you can spell correctly. You may have a quick look for five minutes before you start if you feel you are not confident enough to take a test at this early stage. However, the test is essential for the purpose of diagnosis and correction and should be attempted to the best of your ability. There is no time limit for the test. 

(1) rappel (2) serrefine 

(3) shalloon (4) tomalley 

(5) napiform (6) prospicience 

(7) gesellschaft (8) roscian 

(9) sorites (10) catafalque 

(11) mogollon (12) pococurante 

(13) foulard (14) autochthonous 

(15) yarmulke (16) knaidel 

(17) gnathonic (18) ratoon 

(19) quokka (20) dacryocyst 

(21) interlocutory (22) menhir 

(23) demarche (24) kakapo 

(25) vespertine (26) semaphore 

(27) guerdon (28) elucubrate 

(29) narcolepsy (30) rhytidome 

(31) juglar (32) marram 

(33) epicede (34) galago 

(35) abalone (36) foederatus 

(37) apolune (38) concinnity 

(39) narcolepsy (40) rhytidome 





How did you do? These words were chosen at random from the  Spelling Bee list. If you got all thirty words correct, then perhaps you have no need for this book; if you got more than five wrong, you certainly need this book – in which case you should read each chapter carefully (especially Chapter 4). After studying this book, you will learn how to remember the correct spellings because you will be presented with effective methods for memorising those words you are misspelling. You should also keep a record of the misspelt words as you will need to refer to your list again near the end of your spelling course. 









Chapter 3 

Spelling: A Brief Chronological Development 

It is helpful to retrace the development of how children learn spelling. This may be summarised as follows: 

1. The Phonetic Stage 

Here, simple words that are easy to spell are taught. The spelling matches the sounds of the words – they are phonetic words – so that spelling patterns begin to develop, such as: bat, cat, fat, hat,... 

bet, get, let, met,... 

but, cut, gut, hut,... 

Obviously, the child must be familiar with the phonetic sounds of the letters; only then can the spelling of the words be successful. A later stage might be: car — care 

for — fore 

fir — fire 

her — here 

2. The Semi-Phonetic (Familiar Words) Stage 

Here, words that are not quite phonetic – including  digraphs and diphthongs* – are recognised. Examples: she, shut. said, the, they, there, you, their, chair, etc. 

These words could also be put under the heading of ‘familiar words’ because children are likely to meet these common words repeatedly. They begin to arrange them into their own pattern, and then they learn to spell such words correctly. 

(*Note: Throughout this book, words in  italics are technical terms and are defined in Appendix 2.) 

3. The Non-Phonetic Stage 

We come now to the real crux of our spelling problems: in certain words, the sounds and the spellings are different; in other cases, words with similar sounds are spelt differently, causing the unwary to make spelling mistakes. If we try to spell phone phonetically from previously learned patterns, we would probably write fone. Similarly, the following errors might occur if we went only by the sound: 





Word Phonetic Spelling 

limb – lim 

light – lite 

folks – fokes 

knife – nife 

friend – frend 

photo – photo 

whole – hole 

(*Reminder: throughout the book words in italics are technical terms and are defined in Appendix 2.) 

4. The Final Stage 

Having accepted the fact that many words have strange and quirky spellings, the student of English adopts a variety of strategies to cope with these difficult words – including memorisation of spelling rules or sheer memory power (the traditional approaches), or linking the words that he can spell correctly with the difficult words in a meaningful way (the new approach). However, consciously or unconsciously, we all have assimilated certain spelling rules and spelling patterns. How good a speller one is depends on the strength and foundation of these rules and patterns. Weaker students do not have any good strategies to cope with difficult words, nor do they have good memories; hence, they are poor spellers. 

The Nine  Powerful Methods given in Chapter 4 will definitely improve the spelling of all students – no matter how good they are. The methods rely on the fact that we can spell many words correctly; namely, the words we learned in stages 1 and 2 together with some other more difficult words that we may have picked up. These words form our  spelling vocabulary; we must try to utilise them to maximum advantage. The nine methods provide the key to connecting the words in our spelling vocabulary to the words that pose spelling problems for us. 









Chapter 4 

Nine Powerful Methods 

These nine methods are inter-related and work best in combination, but it is useful to discuss each one separately first. 

Method 1:  

(Regular) Syllable Breakdown with Sounding 

Syllable Breakdown with Sounding is a very common (but useful) method in dealing with long words. It works best with regular words – that is words that are spelt as expected from the sound/simple spelling rules. It is assumed that the student knows that syllables are the parts, consisting of one or more sounds, that a spoken word can be divided into. So,  cargo and composition are broken down into syllables as car/go and com/pos/i/tion respectively. 

Since each syllable sound obeys the expected rules, the spelling is successful. Even with a difficult case like saccharin, some syllables are regular so that one can get quite close to the correct spelling by this method – but quite close is not good enough! Relying solely on this method causes many spelling mistakes. 

It is interesting to note that when a person is asked to spell a word that he or she has never seen before from the pronunciation alone, he/she will automatically resort to this method. 

Even good spellers in Spelling Bee competitions use this method* with words that they have not learned or forgotten – and usually get them wrong. To be fair, there is no alternative method available in such a situation. 

(*They may get additional clues from the language of origin and alternative pronunciation of the word.) 

However, this method is fundamental and, used wisely in combination with the other methods (discussed later), is very powerful. The  general syllable breakdown method 

 combined with other methods will be dealt with after we learn the other methods. 

Now try the exercise on the next page to test your understanding of this method. 





Exercise 1  

Regular Syllable Breakdown/Sounding 

1. Break down the following regular words into their syllables to aid the spelling: (a) decomposition 

(b) recombination 

(c) decline 

(d) solute 

(e) simplification 

(f) interlocutory 

2.  For and Four are two familiar words. Now, by using syllable breakdown and carefully sounding out these words, choose the correct option for the spelling of the numeral 40: Is it 

forty or fourty?  

3. Which is the correct spelling: accident or acident?  

(Answers to Exercise 1 are at the back.) 

The remaining eight methods provide the additional aid necessary to deal with irregular words. However, in order to use them, one must have as a reference the correct spelling of the word in question (by using a dictionary or by asking someone reliable). 

Method 2: 

Deliberate Mispronunciation 

As indicated earlier, the spelling of a non-regular word and its pronunciation are usually very different. Spelling Bee words are typically notorious in this respect. Obviously one must say the words correctly when speaking, but when it comes to spelling, then you should pronounce them to yourself in a way that might be helpful from the spelling point of view. (Many difficulties vanish when this method is applied to Spelling Bee words.) For example,  knife can be thought of as k-nife,  saying the k sound;  climb can be pronounced as clim-b,  with a b-sound at the end.  Sincerely can be pronounced deliberately as since-rely to make it easier to spell.  Knaidel, a typical Spelling Bee word, should be mispronounced as 

k-naidel.  

Try Exercise 2 on the next page. 







Exercise 2 

Deliberate Mispronunciation 

How might you pronounce these words in order to be able to spell them correctly? 

1. knee 

2. succumb 

3. Wednesday 

4. extraordinary 

5. handkerchief 

6. labyrinth 

7. diamond 

8. lieutenant 

9. altogether 

10. foulard 

(Solution to Exercise 2 is at the back.) 

Method 3: 

Visualisation 

A list of up to eight words is written neatly and legibly on a chart with a red marker and in lower case letters. Each letter of a word should be about 7 centimetres high and 2 to 5 

centimetres broad, depending on the letter. (I would be 2 cm broad, and o about 5 cm.) There should be a gap of 1cm between the individual letters of a word. 

Display the chart like an optician does. Stand at a convenient distance and look at each word in turn for 30 seconds. Concentrate on the word, noting not so much its spelling as its shape and length. Initially, ‘take in’ the whole word. 

Now focus on each individual letter. With your eye, follow the contour of each letter. 

Imagine you are writing that letter, not with your hand but with your eyes. Move your eyes (but not your head) as you would your pen while writing the word; then move to the next letter, repeating the process. When you have reached the last letter of a word, look quickly again at the whole word, thinking of it as a unit. Do this for each word in turn – but remember, only one minute per word. 

Repeat the above procedure following day, but this time look at each word for 5 seconds and 

‘spell it out’ in 15 seconds. On the third day, follow the procedure of the first day, and on the 

fourth, repeat the procedure of the second day. You may wish to have a day's practice before starting it properly. 

You will now be in a better position to spell the words in your list correctly. If you misspell a word, it will somehow not look right; you will feel that it is not quite right. To be effective, visualisation must usually be combined with one of the other given methods. It works best with people who are visile: people who think in terms of pictures; but visualisation can be strengthened by practice and effort. 

Remember in the competition to write out any word that you are having difficulty with so as to give you a visual clue before attempting the spelling. 

Finally, note that words with similar spelling patterns must be written in the same column, while other words go in a different column. A visualisation list of seven words might be set out as follows: 

tongue – friend – choir – traveller 

argue – fiend – menhir 





Exercise 3 

Visualisation 

(a): Arrange these words in columns to make them suitable for a visualisation list: acre, practical, predecessor, ransack, professor, epicure, factual. 

(b): Here are some words that a competitor found difficult to spell. Try to arrange them in groups to help you with their spelling: scherenshnitte, ratoon, yarmulke, whiricote, marocain, schwarmerei, roscian, shalloon. 

(Solutions to Exercise 3(a) and 3(b) are at the back.) 

Method 4: 

Letter Patterns 

Certain words have a clear letter pattern, almost mathematical in nature, which can help us in remembering the spelling. Take, for example, the word assassin.  An easy pattern emerges when we spell it out this way: ass – ass – in. This particular way of writing assassin helps to fix its spelling. You must say the individual letters (a double s, a double s, i, n, and not the syllable sound). 

Another example is Mississippi, a river in America. Break the word up as follows: M – iss – iss – ipp – i (M, i double s; i double s; i double p, i). 

Now consider Afghan: the spelling becomes easy if we think of it as A – fgh – an.  The three consecutive letters in the middle will help in fixing the spelling. 

Admittedly, this method is of limited use and often depends on the reader's skill in spotting or inventing a pattern present in the word, but it is very effective in such cases. 

Can you see any pattern in onion to help you with its spelling? One way is to write it as on – 

i – on.  Can you now do the same for divisible? 

You can now attempt the exercise on the next page. 







Exercise 4 

Letter Patterns 

How might you split up these words into helpful letter patterns in order to make their spelling easier to memorise? 

1. harass 

2. tattoo 

3. queue 

4. eleven 

5. banana 

6. autumn 

7. usually 

8. division 

9. accommodate 

10. embarrass 

11. grammar 

12. quokka 

(Solutions to Exercise 4 are given at the back.) 



Method 5: 

Complete Simplification 

This is perhaps the most powerful method of all. We try to find a simple word (or words) within the given word in order to help us with its spelling. As a first example, consider 

sincerely.  We can break it up completely like this: sincerely = since + rely. 

The two simpler words since and rely are easy to spell and can help to spell sincerely properly. Similarly: 

palace = pal + ace 

noticed = not + iced 

courage = (c) + our + age 

forgotten = for + got + ten 

altogether = (al) + to + get + her 

(The bracket indicates that this part of the spelling is known, or can be assumed to be known, so the problem is to spell the rest of the word.) 

Now consider address. There are two obvious simple words to help us: namely,  add and 

dress. We may therefore write: address = add + dress. 

Obviously, adddress would be wrong: it breaks the principle that no more than two identical letters can occur together, so we must omit one d to get the correct spelling. A similar case is: stallion (stall + lion). 

Sometimes we can reverse this method and try to find a useful parent word from which our word may have come. If, for example, we have difficulty with referred, then a more useful parent word is preferred (which breaks down memorably and exactly into the two simpler words prefer and red. Then we omit the p to get the correct spelling of the word we want. 

Now try Exercise 5 on simplification on the next page. 







Exercise 5 

Complete Simplification 

(a) Find simpler words within each of the following to help you to spell these words: 1. heathen 

2. herring 

3. carrot 

4. wallow 

5. ascertain 

6. preferred 

7. cupboard 

8. potatoes 

9. breakfast 

10. handsome 

11. attendance 

12. knowledge 

13. extraordinary 

14. accidentally 

15. tomalley 

(b) Find useful parent words to help you to spell 

16. referred 

17. sincere 

(Solutions to Exercise 5 are at the back.) 

Method 6: 

Associated Spelling Word 

An  Associated Spelling Word (ASW for short) is any word that can help us with the spelling of our problem word (or  main word). The most familiar types of Associated Spelling Words are rhyming words, so we will briefly look at this before extending this concept. Words that rhyme and are similar in spelling are called  spell-rhymes. For example,  light and fight or 

eight and weight are spell-rhymes. If we can spell one of these words, it will be easy to spell the other. Some words, however, rhyme but differ in spelling (e.g.  bite and flight). We are not interested in linking these words together as they will confuse our spelling. (Such words are called  sound-rhymes.) 

Now consider eight and height. They are similar in spelling and look as if they should rhyme 

– but they do not. They are called  sight rhymes. (They are sometimes used in poetry.) We may call eight, weight and height rhyme-related associated spelling words. 

However, almost any two words can be grouped together if they help us with our spelling. 

We will now use the general term  associated spelling word for any word that helps us to spell our main problem word. This is accomplished by using a suitable  linking sentence to connect the two words together.  How to do this will be explained shortly. 

We now consider three especially useful types of Associated words:  Simpler Within-Words, Parallel Words and  Words of Equal Length (WEL).  

(a) ASW: Simpler Within-Words 

Recall that in Method 5  complete simplification,  the main word was broken down completely into simpler words. In most cases, this is not possible. However, sometimes we can find a useful word within the main word, a  simpler within-word, which aids our spelling. Consider 

creature: it does not have the usual ee or ie or ei spelling we expect, so how to remember ea in the middle?  The simpler within-word eat can be used to help us. We use bold typing and underlining of the simpler word inside the  main word to indicate this and write the main word as creature. 

As another example, consider believe.  The main difficulty in spelling would appear to be the 

‘long e’ sound as in feed but spelt -ie instead of -ee.  If this is the actual difficulty, then the word lie is a useful simpler within-word the given word, so we may write: believe as believe. 

Similarly, to deal with the spelling of peculiar, the word liar is useful. 

However, with this method (and also with other methods), a suitable sentence linking the simpler word to the main word is required in order to strengthen the memorisation process. 

Below are suitable corresponding  linking sentences. 

The creature wanted to eat me. 

I do not believe his lie.  

He is a most peculiar liar.  

Now try the Exercise on the next page. 







Exercise 6(a) 

ASW (Simpler Within-Words) 

Try to find a suitable simpler word within these main words to help with the spelling. Also find suitable linking sentences to connect the two words in a natural way. 

1. slaughter 

2. welcome 

3. brother 

4. cassette 

5. none 

6. bachelor 

7. country 

8. shoulder 

9. thorough 

10. sincere 

11. abalone 

12. juglar 

(Solutions to Exercise 6(a) are at the back.) 

Method 6(b) 

ASW: Parallel Words 

This is a particularly powerful method with very wide applicability. We are all familiar with the following word game puzzle: Change coat to beam using a sequence of words that differ by one letter only from the previous word. A possible solution is given below: Word Comment 

coat 

↓ 

boat b replaces c 

↓ 

beat e replaces o 

↓ 

beam m replaces t 

The advantage of this game, from the spelling point of view, is that it creates words that are similar in spelling. We will call any two adjacent words  parallel words; they differ by a single letter only from each other. Therefore,  boat and beat are parallel words. 

We may write: 

boat→ beat if we wish to give the exact details of the transformation; however, it will usually be enough to indicate that they are parallel words by putting bars like this: |boat|, 

|beat|. 

Similarly, |certain| and |curtain| are parallel words. If we can spell curtain, then certain becomes very easy to spell as well provided we know that they are parallel words. Similarly,  

|poison| can be spelt correctly from the  phonetically friendly parallel word,  |prison|.  

The general idea behind this method is this: we seek the aid of a parallel word that is phonetically friendlier than our original word (or  main word). This new word should differ by only one letter from the word we want to spell. Words that differ by two or more letters are not parallel words; they are usually ineffective for spelling purposes. 

Sometimes there may be two or more parallel words, so which one do we choose (assuming they are all  phonetically friendly)? The answer is to choose the one that can be most effectively related or connected to the main word – that is, the one that gives a good linking sentence. We will deal with this aspect later. 

It is usually obvious which letter in a parallel word is different from the main word; and which letter is to replace it to recover the main word. If this is not the case, then try a different parallel word or try another method instead. 

(You can now attempt Exercise 6(b) on method 6(b) given on the next page.) 







Exercise 6(b) 

ASW (Parallel Words) 

Find phonetically friendly parallel words which could help in the spelling of the following words. 

(Change one letter only in 1 to 17.) 

l. ache 

2. suit 

3. cafe 

4. lamb 

5. choir 

6. giant 

7. buoy 

8. shriek 

9. chasm 

10. thumb 

11. squally 

12. would 

13. heard 

14. daughter 

15. (d)issect 

16. (w)eird 

17. beaut(y) 

(Note: the brackets indicates that this part of the spelling is known, so omit it in the parallel word.) 

Now change one letter to break down the words in 18 to 25 into two or even three simpler words that will aid the spelling, e.g. current→ car rent. 

18. salmon 

19. pigeon 

20. soldier 

21. apartheid 

22. counterfeit 

23. restaurant 

24. armistice 

25. (s)tomach 

26. lambdacism 

(Note: the brackets indicates that this part of the spelling is known.) 27. sergeant (change 2 vowels) 

(Solutions to Exercise 6(b) are given at the back of the book.) Now continue with the third special ASW. 

Method 6(c) 

ASW: Words of Equal length (WEL) 

A common problem in spelling is to decide whether a certain letter in a word occurs once or twice or not at all. For example, from skill we get skilful, not skillful or skillfull. Similarly, we have gossipy – not gossippy – from the word gossip.  

In such cases the length of the word – the number of letters in the word – becomes an important feature. We can use a word of equal length (abbreviated to  WEL) to help us in these cases. 

The symbol < > will be useful to indicate word length. 

In theory, any word of the required length (or a group of such words considered as a unit would do); but, of course, the problem is to find an appropriate word – an associated spelling word – of the right size that will help us to remember the spelling. A sentence to strengthen the relationship is very necessary when using this method. 

To see how this method works, consider accident; the problem being to remember the double 

c.  First we write accident. Underneath our word we write the associated WEL word to confirm the equality of length, like this: 

accident 

incident 

Now a suitable linking sentence to connect the pair of words could be: An <accident> is a serious <incident>. 

If we can spell the easier word incident, then accident will be no problem. 

It must be borne in mind that the person using an associated word knows the reason for its use in any particular situation: here, it is being used to put two c’s in the word accident,  so word length is the key feature, emphasized by the use of the symbol < >. 

A group of words considered as a unit may be counted as a WEL expression and used accordingly. Consider, for example,  skilful.  Under it we may write ski face (without any spaces) as follows: 

skilful 

skiface 

A suitable sentence to connect them might be: He is very <skilful> when coming down the 

<ski face>. Counting the letters in < ski face> (because the arrow symbols remind us to do so) and remembering this sentence, tells us that < skilful> must have 7 letters; therefore it must have a single l in the middle and at the end. 

Now for the final example – gossipy.  We can remember that it has two s's but keep forgetting whether it has one or two p's in the middle. Having consulted the dictionary to confirm the correct spelling, we come up with a suitable WEL expression and a suitable linking sentence: He is a very <go lucky> and <gossipy> person. Counting the letters in <go lucky>  tells us that gossipy also has 7 letters; hence, it must have a single p.  

Although you appear to have much more freedom in choosing a WEL word or expression, you should bear in mind the three characteristics of a good Associated Spelling Word: 1. It is easy to spell/spelling is known to the user. 

2. It has a close relationship with the main word. 

3. It is easy to find a natural linking sentence connecting the main word with the ASW. 

Hence, a careful choice of WEL word or expression is needed. 

Finally, note that parallel words are automatically WEL words; they can be – and should be – 

used, if possible. 

You can now attempt the exercise on the next page 







Exercise 6(c) 

ASW (WEL) 

Find a suitable WEL word together with a memorable linking sentence to help a person who misspells the following words. The incorrect spelling is given in brackets. 

1. truly (truely) 

2. duly (duely) 

3. habit (habbit) 

4. forty (fourty) 

5. ninth (nineth) 

6. enrol (enroll) 

7. woolly (wooly) 

8. dissolve (disolve) 

9. immense (imense) 

10. coming (coming) 

11. knaidel (naidel) 

(Solutions to Exercise 6(c) are at the back.) 



General Associated Spelling Words and More on Linking Sentences We have dealt with three very important types of Associated Spelling Words: Simpler Within-Words, Parallel Words and Words of Equal Length. We will consider them as three separate methods although they all make use of Associated Spelling Words. 

More generally, any familiar word that has a similar spelling pattern to the one causing us problems can be used as an associated spelling word and can help with our spelling. For example, if we know the spelling of doctor and are using it to help us with visitor (which we misspell as  visiter), then we would associate these words like this: The visitor was a doctor. 

(Notice that we simply underline the part of the helping word with a common spelling pattern to the main word.) 

The selection of an Associated Spelling Word is crucial. Notice that in the methods complete simplification/Simpler Within-Words, the Associated Spelling Word is present within the word itself, so we need not find one elsewhere – as we must do for the other methods. As previously mentioned, a good ASW has three characteristics: 

1. It is easy to spell/spelling is known to the user. 

2. It has a close relationship with the main word. 

3. It is easy to find a natural linking sentence connecting the main word with the ASW. 

The first five methods do not involve an associated spelling word; they utilise only the main word itself, so they do not require  a linking sentence (although using one will strengthen the memorisation). All the other methods normally require a linking sentence to be used along with them for complete memorisation of difficult spelling words. We well now discuss this aspect in more detail. 

Some words are naturally associated with each other or normally occur together; for instance,  

bread and butter, or height and weight.  (The latter pair is particularly useful because they also happen to be s-rhyming words). Almost any two (or more) words can be connected to each other, but there is usually a purpose for the association. In our case, the purpose of the associated word is to help us with our spelling. 

Suppose we know the spelling of the familiar word, eight. From this, we can remember the spelling of weight, an s-rhyme parent word. Now, the problem is to spell the seemingly different word, height, which, in theory, ought to be just as easy to spell as weight. We can do this by connecting these words together as follows: 

Eight pupils had their height and weight measured. 

The above helpful sentence or  linking sentence has connected the required three words in a meaningful way to aid the spelling. In fact, we can do much better. We note that e comes before i in these three words. Furthermore,  their is also one of the words that breaks the spelling rule that i comes before e unless c comes before both of them. How can we remember the spelling of such exceptional words? Consider this sentence: Eight foreigners from a neighbouring country had their height and weight machines seized by the sovereign. 

The above sentence contains most of the common words in which e come before i: eight, height, weigh(t), neigh, neighbour(ing), foreign(er), reign, sovereign, seize, their. 

The reader is invited to expand this sentence (or invent a new sentence) to deal with some more exceptions to the above rule: counterfeit, (n)either, forfeit, heir, leisure, protein, reindeer and weird! 

As mentioned earlier a combination of two methods is, of course, a better way to memorise the spelling. Take, for example,  island.  Here is a good way to remember the s in island: island: is land surrounded by water. 

This definition not only tells us the meaning of island, but also breaks it up exactly into two simpler words (is and land) to give us the exact spelling. We have combined  complete simplification with an apt linking sentence. 

Similarly, we can recall the silent k in knife if we associate knife with kitchen: Get the knife from the kitchen. 

This sentence reminds us to put a k in knife because it is associated with kitchen, which has a strong k sound. Here, we made use of  associated words combined with a suitable  linking sentence. 

Likewise, the silent t in listen and often can be remembered from the sentence: I often listen to the top ten.  This sentence makes use of the word ten present in both the words often and 

listen; it groups all three words together in a suitable sentence; two difficult words are memorised for the price of one easy one – ten. 

When discussing believe, I suggested that the simpler word lie might help; but, of course, we must somehow associate lie and believe in order to extract the maximum benefit from the simpler word. One way to do this is as follows: I do not believe his lie. 

All the examples given in the use of a linking sentence were meant purely as illustrations. I do not wish to suggest that only my sentences should be memorised, or these are the best possible linking sentences – they are not. It is much better for the students to make up their own sentences together with their own associated spelling words. Each person has his or her own individual, unique memories and associations which are different from everyone else's. 

You should make use of your own particular associated words; these are the best words. My task was simply to illustrate the principle and point the reader in the right direction. 

(You can now attempt the exercises on the following pages.) 







Exercise 7 

Exercise 7(a) 

Go back to Exercise 6(b) on parallel words. Try to find a suitable linking sentence to connect the given word with the first suggested parallel word given at the back in the solution to the exercise. 

Exercise 7(b) 

Try to find helpful associated spelling words and corresponding linking sentences to solve the following spelling problems. You may use any of the methods you have met to date. 

Word – Student's Spelling Problem 

1. acre –––– spelling it with -er at the end 

2. ewe –––– various incorrect spellings 

3. piece –––– spelling it peace/peece 

4. niece –––– spelling it neese or neece 

5. guest ––––forgetting the u 

6. know –––– missing out the k 

7. onion –––– various incorrect spellings 

8. friend –––– missing out the i 

9. abroad ––– various incorrect spellings 

10. whole ––– missing out the w 

11. villain ––– forgetting the a in the middle 

12. wholly –– spelling it wholey 

13. plaque –– using c or ck for que 

14. chapel –– spelling it chapple 

15. species – difficulty with the c 

16. ceiling –– using s instead of c 

17. country – missing out the u;  (and also tree at the end) 18. nephew – using f instead of ph 

19. sausage – spelling it sauceage 

20. calendar – spelling it calender 

21. architect – spelling it arkitect 

22. separate – spelling it separit 

23. accident – spelling it with one c only 

24. diamond – forgetting the a in the middle 

25. sandwich – which or witch at the end 

26. performance – ence at the end 

(Solutions to Exercise 7(a) and 7(b) are at the back.) 









Chapter 5 

A Practical Application: How to deal with Silent Letters 

Silent letters are those present in a word, but which are not pronounced. 

Examples: comb, climb, castle,  knight, match, etc. (The silent letter is in bold type.) The four main ways to deal with them are given below. 

Technique 1: Mispronunciation 

Pronounce (or mispronounce) the silent letter to oneself when spelling out the word; so climb should have the b accented. The silent k in knaidel would be pronounced. 

Technique 2: Make use of an appropriate associated spelling word Select a suitable word that has the required silent letter and group the two words together in a memorable sentence or phrase such as follows: brush and comb set. This phrase reminds us that comb has a silent b, present in brush. 

Similarly, calm and cool (or cool and calm): the silent letter in one word is prominent in the other. Some more examples: (1) This exercise is good for the limb and the back. (2) I have a sore back after climbing. 

Notice that it is desirable that the silent letter in the word we want to remember should be the 

first letter (or the last letter) of its associated word; hence: (a) folk lore or little folks 

(b) howling ghosts or ghosts howl (c) left-half or half left 

(d) kitchen knife 

(e) castle tower 

(f) king's knight 

(g) wristwatch (The original word reminds us of the silent w in wrist.) (h) veal calf (This phrase reminds us that the meat of a calf is called veal as well as about the silent l.) 

For those who prefer to remember sentences rather than phrases, the corresponding sentences for (a) to (h) above might be: 

(a) The folk lore of Ireland is famous. 

(b) howling ghosts come at night. 

(Alternatively and better: the host turned out to be a ghost. 

This makes use of a simpler within-word.) 

(c) The left-half played well. 

(d) Get the kitchen knife. 

(e) Many castle towers are very big. 

(f) Sir Lancelot was the king's knight. 

(g) My wristwatch works well. 

(h) The veal calf is ready for market. 

Sometimes (as in ghost and host) the associated word is also a simpler word within the parent word itself. It should then be used if possible. Some more examples of this type of situation are given below. 

(i) The job of the government is to govern. 

The word govern clearly has an n,  which is also present in government, but not pronounced as clearly. (j) Use your handkerchief, not your hand.  

(k) A last example: I am taking my cup out of the cupboard. 

The next two methods are really variations of the general technique (Technique 2 above), but occur often enough to be dealt with separately. 

Technique 3: Make Use of a family word 

Words from the same root but differing in parts of speech are related; we may call them  

 family words. For example: climb,  climbing, climber and climbable are  family words. The usefulness of such words can be seen when we consider the following cases.  Muscular is the adjective corresponding to the noun,  muscle; but the silent c in muscle is clearly present in 

muscular. Many words, in fact, have a silent letter that is pronounced in a family word. As another example, consider autumn. The silent n is clearly heard when we say autumnal.  

Similarly, the silent g in the verbs sign and resign are pronounced clearly in the corresponding nouns,  signature (or signatory) and resignation respectively. 

Technique 4: Make use of an s-rhyming word in which the silent letter is clearly pronounced Curious and spacious are two such words: the i in curious is pronounced but is not pronounced in spacious.  A suggested to remind us about the silent i in the second word is: The room was curious but spacious. 

Similarly, in argue, the u sound is clearer and can help us in the spelling of the s-rhyming word,  tongue, where the u is silent. A suitable sentence might be: Some people only use their tongue to argue. 

Another such pair of words (one phonetically friendly, the other difficult) is recipient and 

efficient.  The reader is invited to think of a suitable sentence to connect the two together. 

Now try the exercise on silent letters given on the next page. 







Exercise 8 

Silent Letters 

The letter in bold in each of the following words is silent. 

(a) Which method could be applied to all six words to remember the silent letter? 

1. dumb 

2. bomb 

3.  knockout 

4. handkerchief 

5.  gnaw 

6.  gnathonic 

(b) Which family word will you use to remember the silent letter? 

1. theory 

2. condemn 

3. damn 

4. hymn 

5. solemn 

(c) Find a two-word phrase using an ASW with silent letter pronounced for: 1. column 

2. white 

3. dumb 

4.  knockout 

5. bomb 

6. exhibition 

(d) Can you find simpler within-words to remember the silent letter? Also provide a suitable linking sentence. 

1. witch 

2. catch 

3. palm 

4. pitch 

5. scratch 

(e) Use a general ASW to remember the silent letter. Also provide a suitable linking sentence. 

1. watch 

2. cocoa 

3. guard 

4. answer 

5.  gnaw 

6. patience 

(Solution to Exercise 8 is at the back of the book.) 







Method 9 

Combined Syllable Breakdown  

Often a difficult word has some syllables that are regular and some that require the use of the methods discussed earlier; then we  Combine  Syllable Breakdown with other methods (abbreviated to CSB),  where ‘syllable’ means any part or portion of a word (but usually means a conventional syllable unit). 

For example, suppose we know the spelling of doctor but we have a problem with visitor (which we misspell as visiter), then it is clear that the last syllable of this word is the real problem. Hence, we can use doctor as an aid to the spelling of visitor by associating these words like this: 

The visitor was a doctor. 

In the simple above example, the three-syllable word visitor was broken down into vis/it/or (or into two parts,  visit/or), with an associated spelling word (doctor) to help with the last syllable. 

Another example: acquire; If we have problems with the second syllable, then the familiar word squire can be used as an ASW, together with a suitable linking sentence: The squire will acquire the house soon. 

A more complicated example is interlocutory. When we break it down into four parts, we get: 

inter/loc/u/tory. If we clearly pronounce the letter u in the middle,  only the loc part could pose a problem since the other parts are phonetically regular. This part can be dealt with easily if we know the abbreviation loc = line of control; otherwise, we can use the parallel word log: 

You must |log| all inter|loc|-u-tory communications. 

Now try the exercise on this method. 







Exercise 9 

Combined Syllable Breakdown  

The following words have some regular syllable problem parts. Find a helpful method to deal with the problem parts of these words, using any of the methods discussed so far. 

1. supersede (Problem part – sede) 

2. lieutenant (Problem part – ieu) 

3. enrolment (Problem part - single l) 

4. sapphire (Problem part – pph) 

5. fluorescent (Problem parts - u and sc) 

6. facetious (Problem: ce and ti)) 

7. miscellaneous (Problem: tendency to use sell for second syllable) 8. chilblain (Problem part - single l) 

9. temperature (forgetting the e because of slurring pronunciation) 10. pithecanthropus (problem part: pithe) 

(Answers are at the back.) 









Chapter 6 

Summary and Conclusion 

This book is very small – deliberately so. It is not possible (or desirable) to discuss all the words that are misspelt, nor will the methods given in the book cope with all the difficulties encountered in spelling: some words can only be dealt with by the brute force of memorisation. The intention was rather to illustrate some principles which can make spelling much easier. These principles are very different from those found in most spelling books, especially the older ones. They are also in line with current ideas on meaningful learning and memorisation techniques. I have assumed that: 

(a) Learning the spellings of words is like most other forms of learning: linking and assimilating the knowledge to be learnt with that which is already known. 

(b) Each person has a stock of words, unique and different from other individuals, which he/she can spell correctly (we may call this his/her  spelling vocabulary). This stock of words must be utilised as an aid to those other words causing difficulty. 

(c) Each person will misspell certain words in his/her own peculiar way, perhaps relying on the sound or confusing two similar spelling patterns. 

(d) Normally it is not the whole word, but a crucial part of the word that causes the spelling problem. 

The first step is to identify which part of the word is being wrongly spelt and, if possible, why. The second step is to use one's  spelling vocabulary together with the methods outlined in this book to bring the word to order. Simply reciting the spelling or writing the word out several times does not usually help to fix its spelling permanently in the mind. We should, therefore, regard an error in spelling as a problem for us to solve using any of the nine methods. Until we come up with a solution, we will continue to misspell the word. 

The strategies given in Chapters 4 and 5 may seem artificial at first. The reader may even wonder if they will work at all. However, once you have managed to spell the word correctly several times over using these techniques, the correct spelling will then be fixed in the mind long after the exact technique used as an aid is forgotten. The important thing is the end or objective (to spell the word correctly) rather than the means or intermediate steps used to achieve the end. 

A summary of the nine powerful methods is presented as a recapitulation. Sounding, mispronunciation, visualisation, (complete) simplification, and letter patterns may be classified as techniques that focus on the main word itself; they usually do not require any linking sentence, whereas the other methods do require one. 

Associated Spelling Words form the most general type of related spelling words; they include simpler within-words, parallel words, spell-rhymes and WEL words as special cases. 

By using a suitable linking sentence we can strengthen the connection between the word (or parts of the word) we want to spell correctly and the helping associated word. 

The diagram on the next page illustrates the relationship between these methods and the main or problem word. 

Relationship Between the Main Word and the Nine Powerful Methods 1. Main Word 

Techniques (use one of the methods below, which use the entire main word directly and do not usually require any associated word or linking sentence.) 

↓ 

Syllable Breakdown/Sounding 

Mispronunciation 

Visualisation 

Letter Patterns 

Complete Simplification 

2. Main Word 

(Use the special Associated Spelling Words below) 

↓ 

Simpler Words within the Main Word 

Parallel Word 

WEL Word 

(with a  memorable Linking Sentence 

to connect the Main Word and the helpful ASW) 



3. Main Word 

↓ 

Use a General Associated Spelling Word or 

Combined Syllable Breakdown  

(with a  memorable Linking Sentence 

to connect the Main Word and the helpful ASW.) 



The reader is now invited to see the value of the principles he/she has learned by going back to the fifty test spelling words in the first chapter and consulting his/her notebook to see the words that were misspelt (and why). He/she should then bring the nine methods to bear on the problem words and then try to spell them again the next day – correctly! 



Chapter 7 

Some More Ideas and Exercises on Tough Competition Words 

Imagination is implicit in all the spelling methods – the zanier, the better. Consider again question 23 in Exercise 7(b) on general associated spelling words. Another way to remember the two c's in accident is to use your imagination. We can think of the two c's in accident as two cars crashing into each other, causing a great accident. 

Another example: suppose we are having a problem with the word vaccinate: we keep spelling this as vaxinate. What to do? The x, especially if written like χ, looks like two c's joined together back-to-back. Viewed in this way, even the wrong spelling can help us to correct our mistake. 

Clearly, the choice of an associated spelling word and then the construction of the linking sentence requires imaginative skills. If, as they have threatened to do, competition officials require competitors to give the meaning of a word as well as the spelling, then the linking sentence should help to fulfil this condition as well. 

Mental pictures and visualisation are very useful tools to have. A picture is indeed worth a thousand words as far as spelling is concerned. Recall that one way to remember the spelling of restaurant is to think of it as rest our ant.  However, we should also have a mental picture of this in our mind. We can picture our ant on a string always stopping for a rest (because it is so small and tires easily) while we lead it towards the restaurant. This will prevent us from using the homophone aunt.  

You now have all the skills to tackle the difficult  Child Genius and  Spelling Bee Words. 

Expect to use a combination of methods sometimes and to tweak the given methods. The solutions are only suggestions: only you know the exact part of the word that is causing you difficulty. You may even have knowledge of other languages to help you out. Above all, the associated spelling words and the linking sentences are personal, so make up your own rather than use mine. You can even use the Internet to search for suitable words containing the letters of the associated word you are looking for. The important thing is to have the techniques and tools to be able to tackle difficult spelling words; hopefully, you will have acquired them from this book. 







Child Genius Spelling Words 

Competition Words from Child Genius 2017 

Have a brief look at these words. Get someone to correctly pronounce these words. Listen carefully to the (abbreviated) definition and language of origin, then try to spell them. 

Spelling hints are given on the next page (if you need them). 

(1) lamasery: a place where lamas stay. (French/Persian) 

(2) phocine: relating to seals. (Greek) 

(3) flavopurpurin: yellow organic compound used in making dyes. (Latin) (4) beatitude: peace and bliss. (Latin) 

(5) apolune: the farthest point of a spacecraft from the moon. (Latin) (6) concinnity: harmonious arrangement of parts. (Latin) 

(7) fianchetto: a chess strategy for bishop development in chess. (Italian) (8) stupefacient: causing semi-consciousness. (Latin) 

(9) diaphoresis: excessive sweating because of medicine/drugs. (Greek) (10) catenaccio: strategy of excessive defence in football. (Latin) (11) consigliere: a peacemaker among the mafia. (Latin) 

(12) bijouterie: jewellery or trinkets. (French) 

(13) antepenultimate: before the second last/third last. (Latin) (14) rheotaxis: A form of taxis seen in aquatic organisms. (German) (15) delitescence: disappearance of sign of disease (Latin) 

(16) deipnosophist: a great talker at a table dinner (Latin) (solutions at the end of the book) 





Hints for Exercise 10: Child Genius 

(1) lamasery: use misery as a parallel word or mastery as an ASW: (2) phocine: use ASWs photo and cinema.  

(3) flavopurpurin: use letter patterns after the ASW flavour.  

(4) beatitude: use simplification and dude as an ASW. 

(5) apolune: use ago and tune as ASWs for the first and last syllables. 

(6) concinnity: use parallel words for the second and third syllables. 

(7) fianchetto: use ghetto as a parallel word for the last two syllables. 

(8) stupefacient: use ASW having stu,  fact,  and an ASW having  ient. 

(9) diaphoresis: use a suitable ASW for the ph part and resist as an ASW. 

(10) catenaccio: use a simpler word and ASWs. 

(11) consigliere: use three ASWs as well as simplification. 

(12) bijouterie: use simplification and an appropriate ASW. 

(13) antepenultimate: only the ante part may cause problem; use an ASW. 

(14) rheotaxis: use simplification and an ASW to remind you of the rh.  

(15) delitescence: use a simpler word and an appropriate ASW. 

(16) deipnosophist: use appropriate ASWs for the first and last parts. 







Spelling Bee Set 1 

Which methods and linking sentences will help you in the spelling and meaning of these words? 

[For hints see the page after this exercise] 

(1) rappel (descend by rope; French) 

(2) serrefine (clamp used in surgery; French) 

(3) shalloon (material; old French) 

(4) tomalley ( liver of a lobster; Caribbean) 

(5) napiform (globular then tapering; Latin) 

(6) kakapo (large nocturnal parrot; Maori) 

(7) gesellschaft (social relationship without bonding; German) (8) roscian (of the arts; Latin) 

(9) sorites (logical arguments with many premises; Latin) 

(10) catafalque (decorated wooden framework for a corpse; Italian) (11) mogollon (native American culture; Spanish) 

(12) pococurante (indifferent; French, borrowed from Italian) (13) foulard (silk material; French) 

(14) vespertine (occurring at evening ; Middle English from Latin) (15) autochthonous (aboriginal; Greek) 

(16) quokka (a small wallaby; Nyungar) 

(17) menhir (monolithic stone; Breton) 

(18) semaphore (signalling method; French from Greek) 

(19) ratoon (sprout or root of plant; Spanish) 

(20) gnathonic (sycophantic; Latin) 

(21) knaidel (Jewish pudding;Yiddish) 

(22) dacryocyst (lacrimal sac; Greek) 

(23) yarmulke (Jewish skull cap; Yiddish from Polish) 

(24) demarche (move, manoeuvre; 17th century French (25) prospicience (foresight; Latin) 

(26) semaphore (signalling method; French from Greek) 

(27) guerdon (reward; Middle English from French) 

(28) elucubrate (write literary work at night; Latin) 

(29) narcolepsy (disease in which the person falls asleep easily; Greek) (30) rhytidome (outermost layer of bark of trees; Greek) 

(solutions at the end of the book) 





Exercise 11: Spelling Bee Set 1 – Hints 

(1) rappel (use a parallel word) 

(2) serrefine (break up into two syllables; use parallel words) (3) shalloon (use simplification or an ASW) 

(4) tomalley (use simplification) 

(5) napiform (use an associated spelling word) 

(6) kakapo (letter pattern) 

(7) gesellschaft (break up into 3 syllables; use substitutiion for 2 syllables ) (8) roscian (use an associated helping wordfor the second syllable) (9) sorites (use simplification) 

(10) catafalque (break up into 4 syllables; use an associated word for the last part) (11) mogollon (use letter pattern) 

(12) pococurante (break up into helpful syllables; use sounding for the final letter) (13) foulard (use simplification and WEL) 

(14) vespertine (use regular syllables and mispronunciation of the final syllable to rhyme with 

fine) 

(15) autochthonous (break up into helpful syllables; use letter pattern for the middle part)) (16) quokka (use letter pattern) 

(17) menhir (use a parallel word and simplification) 

(18) semaphore (use regular syllable breakdown with a helpful associated word for the final part) 

(19) ratoon (use regular syllable breakdown with a helpful associated word for the final part) (20) gnathonic (use mispronunciation and regular syllables) 

(21) knaidel (use mispronunciation and associated spelling words to help with difficult parts) (22) prospicience (break up into 3 syllables; use an ASW the last part) (23) dacryocyst (break up into helpful syllables; use sounding) (24) interlocutory (regular syllable breakdown/sounding) 

(25) yarmulke (break up into 2 syllables and mispronunciation for the final letter) 

(26) demarche (use syllable breakdown and an ASW) (27) guerdon (use a parallel word and simplification) 

(28) elucubrate (use a parallel word and simplification – if needed) (29) narcolepsy (use regular syllable breakdown/sounding) 

(30) rhytidome (use a parallel word and simplification) 

(solutions at the end of the book) 







Spelling Bee Set 2 

[Sorry – no hints] 

(1) feldenkrais: a method of gentle exercise. (comes from a Russian engineer) (2) ochidore: a crab. (no etymology) 

(3) ursprache: hypothetical extinct language. (German) 

(4) succedaneum: a substitute drug. (Latin) 

(5) guerdon: a reward. (Old French, from German) 

(6) appoggiatura: a note in music. (Italian) 

(7) terribilita: emotional intensity in works of art. (Italian) (8) guetapens: a trap. (French) 

(9) stichomythia: dialogue of characters alternately speaking in verse. (Latin from Greek) (10) toreutics: the art of relief on metals. (Greek) 

(11) schappe: fabric made from waste silk. (German) 

(12) prosopopoeia: a figure of a dead person speaking. (Greek) (13) nunatak: ridge on an iceberg .(Danish) 

(14) feuilleton: review section of newspaper. (French) 

(15) coryza: a disease of birds. (Greek) 

(16) esquamulose: having no scales. (Latin) 

(17) prospicience: foresight. (Latin) 

(18) maecenas: patron of the arts. (Latin) 

(19) soubrette: soprano. (Italian) 

(20) elucubrate: to work at night on writing. (Latin) 

(21) dacryocyst: tear duct. (French) 

(22) struldbrug: people who are immortal but continue to age. (from Gulliver’s Travels) (23) vivisepulture: fear of being buried alive. (Latin) 

(24) narcolepsy: disease affecting sleep. (French) 

(25) albumen: white part of an egg. (Latin) 

(26) syllepsis: a figure of speech/zeugma .(Latin from Greek) (27) laodicean: indifference to religion or politics. (Latin) (28) smaragdine: relating to emeralds. (Middle English from Latin and Greek) (29) schwarmerei: excessive sentimentality. (German) 

(30) stromuhr: an instrument to measure blood flow in arteries. (German) (29) schwarmerei: excessive sentimentality. (German) 

(30) stromuhr: an instrument to measure blood flow in arteries. (German) (solutions at the end of the book) 



Exercise 13: Spelling Bee Set 3 

[Sorry – no hints] 

(1) epicede: an ode to the dead. (Latin) 

(2) galago: a bushbaby. (Modern Latin) 

(3) aracari: a type of toucan. (from Portugese) 

(4) cocozelle: a type of pear. (Italian) 

(5) psophometer: an instrument that shows a picture pattern of a sound. (Greek) (6) konohiki: a Hawaiin headman. (Hawaiin) 

(7) siddur: a Jewish religious book of prayers. (Hebrew) 

(8) backfisch: an adolescent girl. (German) 

(9) bayadere: a Hindu dancing girl. (French from Portugese) 

(10) tasajillo: a type of prickly pear. (Mexican Spanish) 

(11) zeaxanthin: a pigment used in food. (German from Latin) (12) logopedic: speeech therapist. (Greek) 

(13) egeria: a woman adviser. (Latin) 

(14) cavaquinho: a small four-stringed guitar. (Portugese) 

(15) bandkeramik: pottery with a spiral design. (German) 

(16) gifblaar: South African poisonous shrub. (Afrikaans) 

(17) staatenbund: a state in a confederacy. (German) (18) berghaan: South African eagle (Afrikaans) 

(19)carroccio: carriage for rallying soldiers in a battle.(Italian) (20) klendusity: escaping infection through physical characteristics. (Greek) (21) brabancon: a Belgian horse. (French) 

(22) konditorei: a shop selling confectionery or pastry. (German) from French) (23) juglar: a business cyle of 9 years. (named after Joseph C. Juglar) (24) maram: a beach grass. (Scandinavian) 

(25) sceloporus: large N. American lizard. (New Latin from Greek) (26) pykrete: a frozen mixture of water and wood pulp. (named after Geoffrey Pyke) (27) lathyrism: paralysis from a neurotoxic disorder. (modern Latin) (28) koleroga: a disease of palm trees caused by fungus (Sanskrit) (29) heiligenshein: a halo. (German) 

(30) durchkomponiert: thorough-composed. (German from Latin) (solutions at the end of the book) 







Appendix 1 

Rules, Rules, Rules: Simple and Complicated 

In the introduction, I mentioned that some spelling books give (complicated) rules to students to help them with their spelling. A typical rule is: i comes before e,  except after c. This rule means that when a word has both the vowels i and e together (making a single sound), the i should come before e, unless c precedes both. Thus: believe is correct, but beleive is wrong;  

receive is correct, but recieve is wrong. 

Unfortunately,  ancient breaks this rule and so do the common words their and eight. 

I do not wish to suggest that such rules are not useful – they are – but they are notoriously difficult to memorise, and exceptions must also be noted at the same time. Something more is definitely needed. This is where this book comes in handy. 

As an expert speller, you probably know the common spelling rules; it is assumed in this book that you do. For a more detailed account of these rules, see Good Spelling,  by George W. Davidson, Chambers, 1986. This is the best book currently available for those interested in spelling rules. But be warned: the rules extend to over 63 pages! It also includes 1000 

frequently misspelt words and words liable to be confused. 

Simply choose the minimum most helpful rules for yourself. However, note that you need not know such complicated rules to master the spelling of awkward and difficult words. It is much easier and quicker to grasp the Nine Powerful Methods given in this book than to spend hours remembering complicated rules (and the exceptions to such rules). 

I will just mention one other rule, since it is used in this book The 3-Letter Rule: 

The same three letters cannot occur together in any English word – that is, no word can have 

-ddd or -eee occurring together for instance. We will put this very simple rule to good use in the method called simplification in Chapter 5. 





Appendix 2 

Definition of Technical Term 

Technical terms are unavoidable; they make concepts more precise as well as filling gaps where no suitable words exist. I have tried to keep such words to a bare minimum. 

associated spelling words (or associated words): words whose spelling can be easily related to each other, with the aim of remembering the spelling of one with the help of the other. 

linking sentence: The use of a suitable sentence (containing a helping associated word) as an aid to the spelling of a difficult main word. For example: What mark did you get in the grammar test?  (Using mark as an  associated helping word to remember that grammar is spelt with ar at the end, not er at the end.) 

diphthong: A combination of two vowels pronounced as a single sound (e.g.  ai as in rain) or a similar combination of any two letters pronounced as a single sound (e.g.  sh as in shut). 

family words: Words that have the same root but differ in parts of speech, such as depend (verb) and dependable (adjective); or muscle (noun) and muscular (adjective). 

main word: The word whose spelling is required; a difficult word to spell correctly. 

parallel word: A word that differs in spelling from another by only one letter: suit and spit are parallel words; the former is more difficult to spell. We indicate that the two words are parallel by using bars at the ends of the word: |suit| and |spit| are parallel words. 

parent word: A word from which simpler words can be obtained; a word containing (or almost containing) a simpler word.  Careless is the parent word for care or less;  famous is the parent word for mouse. 

partial simplification: See  simplification below. 

phonetically friendly: Following an obvious or familiar spelling pattern; easy to spell because the sound matches the spelling. 

regular: following well known spelling rules; easy to spell. 

rhyme: A word which has the same sound as another or the same sound in the final syllable. 

Examples: bell and hell; cough and doff; told and behold.  It is useful to distinguish the three types: 

1.  spell-rhymes, where the words are spelt similarly as well as sounding the same (e.g.  bell and hell). 

2.  sound-rhymes, where the similarity is in the sound only, not in the spelling (e.g.  cough and doff). 

3.  sight-rhymes: Strictly speaking, such words are not really rhyming-words, since they do not sound alike. They are in fact similar in spelling, and at a quick glance they look alike. 

Examples: eight and sight, or home and come.  

silent letter: A letter present in the spelling of a word but not actually pronounced. For example,  thumb has a silent b; often has a silent t.  

simpler within-word: a simpler word inside a main word. We use bold type and underlining for the simpler word inside the parent word: defuse contains fuse;  careless contains care if we are interested in emphasising the simpler word care; otherwise, we write careless if we are interested in using less.  

simplification: The process of finding a simpler word (or words) within a given word to aid its spelling. If the parent word can be broken down exactly into simpler words, then this is called complete simplification.  (We then use the sign + as follows: careless = care + less); if only a part of the main word is used, then this is partial simplification. 

spelling-rhyming words (s-rhyming words,  for short): words that are either  spell-rhymes (q.v.) or  sight- rhymes (q.v.). We show that words are s-rhyming words by writing both in bold type, or by underlining both. 

spelling vocabulary: all the words that one is able to spell correctly. 

WEL: words of equal length; words with the same number of letters, such as accident and 

incident.  We indicate that the two words have the same number of letters by arrowheads: 

<accident> and <incident> are WEL words. 







Solutions to Exercises 1- 9 

Solutions to Exercise 1 on Sounding/Syllable Breakdown 

1(a) de/com/pos /i/tion 

1(b) re/com/bin/a/tion 

1(c) de/cline 

1(d) sol/ute 

1(e) sim/pli/fi/ca/tion 

1(f) in/ter/loc/u/tot/y 

2.  Forty is the correct spelling. 

Say clearly for/ty and four/ty (stressing for and four) and you will get the correct spelling. 

3. It is almost impossible to say accident without having two c sounds: ac/ci/dent. Hence, the correct spelling is accident. 

Solutions to Exercise 2: Mispronunciation 

1.  knee (k is to be deliberately pronounced: k-nee) 2. succum/b (b is to be deliberately pronounced) 3. Wed/nes/day (the word wed is to be said deliberately) 4. extra/ordinary (pronounce the two words separately) 

5. hand/kerchief (the word hand is to be said deliberately) 6. lab/y/rinth (the middle syllable is to be pronounced as the letter y) 7. dia/mond (the first part is identical to the first part of diameter) 8. lie/u/tenant (the letter u is to be pronounced) 

9. al/together (pronounce the first syllable like a person's name, as in Al Capone) 10. foul/ard 

Solutions to Exercises 3: Visualisation 

(3a) 

acre –––––– professor ––––––– factual–––––– ransack 

epicure –––– predecessor–––––– practical 

(3b) 

ratoon –––––– roscian ––––––– yarmulke –––––– schmerei 

shalloon –––– morocain –––––– whirlicote –––– scherenschnitte Solution to Exercise 4 on Letter Patterns 

1. harass: (possible pattern): har–ass or ha–ra– ss 

2. tattoo: (possible pattern): ta–tt–oo or tat–too 

3. queue: (possible pattern): qu–eu–e or q–ue–ue 

4. eleven: (possible pattern): el– ev–en 

5. banana: (possible pattern): ba– na– na 

6. autumn: (possible pattern): au–tu–mn 

7. usually: (possible pattern): us–ua–ll–y 

8. division: (possible pattern): di–vi–si–on 

9. accommodate: (possible pattern): a–cco–mmo–date 

10. embarrass: (possible pattern): emb–arr–ass 

11. grammar : (possible pattern): g–ram–mar 

(ram and mar have the same letters spelt backwards.)12. Quokka 12. quokka: (possible pattern): qu–ok–ka 

Solution to Exercise 5: Complete Simplification 

1. heathen = heat + hen 

2. herring = her + ring 

3. carrot = car + rot 

4. wallow = wall + low 

(three 1's cannot occur together) 

5. ascertain = as + certain 

6. preferred = prefer + red 

7. cupboard = cup + board 

8. potatoes = pot + a + toes 

9. breakfast = break + fast 

10. handsome = hand + some 

11. attendance = at + ten + dance 

12. knowledge = know + ledge 

13. extraordinary = extra + ordinary 

14. accidentally = accident + ally 

15. tomalley = tom + alley 

16. referred: use the parent word preferred as in #6. 

17. sincere: use the parent word sincerely as given in the text: so sincerely = since + rely, then omit the ly. 

Solutions to Exercise 6(a): Simpler Within-Words 

1. slaughter: use the simpler word laughter 

We heard the laughter during the slaughter.  

2. welcome: use the simpler word come 

We will come if you make us welcome.  

3. brother: use the simpler word,  other 

Where is the other brother?  

4. cassette: use the simpler word,  asset 

The cassette is our greatest asset 

5. none : use the simpler word,  one 

Two, one, none! 

6. bachelor: use the simpler word,  ache 

His heart aches because he is a bachelor. 

7. country: probably count is best 

Can you count the countries? 

8. shoulder: should can help to spell shoulder 

Should he shoulder the burden? 

9. thorough: rough can help to spell thorough Rough hands need thorough cleaning. 

10. sincere: use since 

I will help him since he is so sincere. 

11. abalone: use alone 

All alone in the sea, the abalone swam. 

12. juglar: use jug 

The jug is to be replaced during this juglar. 

Solution to Exercise 6(b): Parallel Words 

(suggestions) 

1. acre 

2. spit or slit 

3. cave (or care or case or cane etc.) 

4. lame or lamp 

5. chair 

6. grant 

7. busy 

8. shrink 

9. charm or chase 

10. thump 

11. equally 

12. world 

13. beard or heart 

14. laughter 

15. insect 

16. bird 

17. beast 

18. salt on 

19. page on 

20. sold her 

21. apart head 

22. counter felt 

23. rest our ant 

24. arm is nice 

25. to mash 

26. lamb racism 

27. sir giant 

(This is a rare case where two identical letters are changed in a 'parallel word'.) Solutions to Exercise 6(c): WEL 

(suggested answers only) 

1. truly: I am <yours> <truly>. 

2. done: It was <duly> <done>. 

3. crazy: Smoking is a <crazy> <habit>. 

4. winks: I need <forty> <winks>. 

5. tenth: There is little difference between <ninth> and <tenth> position. 

6. in LSE: I will <enrol> <in LSE>. 

(or use any other institution having 3 initials.) 

7. merino: I have a <woolly> <merino>. 

8. intense: It was an <intense> and <immense> movie. 

9. not solve: Even if we <dissolve>, it will <not solve> the problem. 

10. If we know the spelling of homing, a parallel word for coming, then we can use: The <homing> pigeon is <coming> home. 

Otherwise use: The <flying> <pigeon> is <coming> home. 

Alternatively: <Mother> is <coming> home. 

(You can also use father or sister as the WEL word.) 11. pudding: a <knaidel> is a kind of <pudding>. 

Solutions to Exercise 7(a): Linking Sentences 

(suggestions only) 

1. acre: I have |acres| of |aches| all over my body. 

2. spit: Don't |spit| on his |suit|. 

3. cave: The |cafe| was in a |cave|. 

4. lame: The |lamb| was born |lame|. 

5. chair: Each |choir| member sat on his/her |chair|. 

6. grant: |Grant| me a wish, o |giant|. 

7. busy: The |busy| |buoy| bobbed up and down. 

8. shrink: They |shriek| as they |shrink| in size. 

9. charm: This |chasm| has great |charm|. 

10. thump: Don't use your |thumb| to |thump|. 

11. equally: The weather here is |equally| |squally|. 

12. world: The |world| |would| cry. 

13. beard: Have you |heard| about his |beard|? 

14. laughter: We heard the |laughter| of your |daughter|. 

15. insect: We will (d)|issect| an |insect| today. 

16. bird: What a (w)|eird| |bird|! 

17. beast: |beaut|(y) and the |beast| 

18. salt on: Put some |salt on| the |salmon|. 

19. page on: There's a |page on| a |pigeon| in the book. 

20. sold her: The |soldier| |sold her| medals. 

21. apart head: The main aim of |apartheid| is to keep |apart head|s that are black from those that are white. 

22. counter felt: The |counter felt| was covered with |counterfeit| coins. 

23. rest our ant: We had to |rest our ant| at the |restaurant|. 

24. arm is nice: No |arm is nice| during |armistice|. 

25. to mash: The job of the |stomach| is |to mash| food. 

26. lamb racism: even a lamb with |lambdacism| may become a victim of |lambdacism |. 

27. sir giant: We call our |sergeant| |sir giant|. 

Solutions to Exercise 7(b) 

Associated Spelling Words/Linking Sentences 

(suggestion only: many answers are possible) 

1. Associate with agriculture, in which r occurs before e: We have one acre of land for agriculture. 

2. The parallel word eve with its strong v (or w) sound will help us: The |ewe| was born on Christmas |Eve|. 

3. and 4: piece and niece are spell-rhymes and should be remembered together with the help of pie: 

Give your niece a piece of pie. 

5. Can you |guess| who was the |guest|? 

(making use of a familiar parallel word guess) 

6. I know King Kong. 

(two associated spelling words with the silent letter) 

7. The parallel word,  union,  can be used: 

The |union| refuses to work with the |onion|. 

8. He is my alien friend. 

(using associated spelling words with similar) 

9. Use road: The roads abroad are very good. 

(making use of simplification) 

10. The whole world was happy. 

(using an associated spelling word with the silent letter pronounced) 

11. He had slain a villain. 

(making use of an s-rhyming word ) 

12. The holly is wholly wrong in that place 

(making use of simplification) 

13. The queen’s plaque was unveiled. 

(using a common associated spelling word) 

14. Associate with the simpler word (ape) in chapel as in: The ape was ringing the chapel bells. 

15. This is a special species from Australia. 

(using an associated spelling word) 

16. We have a curved ceiling. 

(using an associated spelling word with the silent letter pronounced) 17.  count can help: Try to count the countries. 

(Note: we cannot use complete simplification because country does not have double t.) 18. My nephew can hew a tree. 

(making use of simplification) 

19. Simplification suggests usage: 

The usage of sausage has declined. 

20. The last syllable of calendar, where the error occurs, can be connected to days (or dates) to give an easy way to fix the spelling: A calendar tells us the dates of days. 

21. Arch, a simpler word, can be used as a link to architect: The architect has designed a beautiful arch .  

22.  parade, a parallel word for the second syllable, may help: We want a (se)|parate| |parade| for each class. 

23. Give an account of the accident. 

(associated words spelt similarly) 

24. What is the diameter of the diamond? 

(associated words spelt similarly) 

25. I |wish| I had a (sand)|wich| to eat. 

(making use of a parallel word for the difficult syllable) 

26. They gave a great performance at the dance. 

(associated words spelt similarly) 

Solutions for Exercise 8: Silent letters 

8(a) mispronunciation 

(b) family words: 

(1) theoretical 

(2) condemnation or condemnable 

(3) damnation or damnable 

(4) hymnal or hymnary 

(5) solemnity or solemnise 

(possible answers only for c-e) 

(c) Simpler within-words: 

1. It takes a lot of wit to outwit a witch. 

2.  Catch the cat. 

3. Put your palm in mine,  pal. 

4. The pit was pitch dark. 

5. The rat was scratching at the door. 

(d) A two-word phrase using an ASW with silent letter pronounced 1.  news column 

2. white house (residence of America's president) 3. dumb-bell 

4.  knockout kick 

5. bomb-blast 

6. exhibition hall 

(e) A general ASW: 

1. Watch the waterfall or watch the traffic 

2. Cocoa and aspirin after ale? 

3. The guard has a gun. 

4. I want a one word answer. 

5. The gnawing grew ghastlier. 

6. The audience showed great patience. 

Solution to Exercise 9: Combined Syllable Breakdown  

(Suggested Answers) 

1. Use the parallel words phrase  super side: Our |super side| will |supersede| all the others. 

2. Use the WEL word <lied>  for the difficult first syllable. Pronounce the simpler within-word  lie and also accentuate the u sound in the middle of  liutenant: You < lied> to the tenant, < lie u>tenant. 

3. Use the WEL word,   universal: 

We want <universal> <enrolment>. 

4. Use the simplification modern computer phrase,   app hire: Do we need an app hire for the sapphire? 

5. Use simplification: fluorescent = flu + or + scent. 

6. Use the parallel words  face pious.  A suitable linking sentence is: 

|face pious| but is he |facetious|? 

7. Use the parallel words  miscall and  one plus the regular ous part. 

Reporters |miscall| |one| agency as well as |miscell||ane|ous others. 

8.   Child lain, a parallel words expression, should help. 

You can also think of the sentence: |Child lain| for days with |chilblain|. 

9. Use the simpler word  temper in a memorable link: Don't raise the temperature by losing your temper.  

10. Use the simper within-words  pit and  he: In the pit he saw the remains of pithecanthropus. 

 

 

Solutions to Exercise 10: Child Genius 

(All the words are taken from Child Genius 2017.) 

(1) lamasery: use  misery as a parallel word (or  mastery as an ASW): There is no |misery| at a la|masery| (or gain mastery at a lamasery). 

(2) phocine: The ASWs  photo and  cinema will help: I took a photo in the cinema of a phocine baby. 

(3) flavopurpurin: use letter patterns after the ASW  flavour: I love the flavour of flavo – pur – pur – in. 

(4) beatitude: use simplification and  dude as an ASW: Nothing can beat it, dude: beatitude. 

(5) apolune: use  ago and  tune as parallel words for the modified syllables: A while |ago| the space crew sang a |tune| during the |apo||lune|. 

(6) concinnity: probably the easiest way is to use parallel words for the second and third syllables: 

The town con|con||city| has a lot of con|cin||nity|. 

(7) stupefacient: use  stupefy and  ancient as ASWs: Stupefacient drugs did stupefy ancient people. 

(8) fianchetto: use  ghetto as a parallel word for the last two syllables: Chess players in the |ghetto| like to use fian|chetto|. 

(9) diaphoresis: use  physical and  resist as ASWs: You can cause do physical harm if you resist diaphoresis. 

(10) catenaccio: use  ten as a simpler word and  accept and  riot as ASWs: If ten men accept and play for a draw, then the crowd may riot because of the catenaccio. 

(11) consigliere: use  consigner, lie and  resolve as ASWs: The consigner may lie to the mafia, so to resolve the matter we need a consigliere.  

(12) bijouterie: use the simplification  outer and the ASW  chief: The outer gem is the chief one in this bijouterie. 

(13) antepenultimate: only the  ante part may cause problem; use  before as an ASW : The antepenultimate comes before the penultimate. 

(14) rheotaxis: use simplification and  rhythm as an ASW: The rhythmic movement of taxis reminds me of fish during rheotaxis.  

(alternatively, |the-o- taxis| are not as fast as fish during |rheotaxis|.) (15) delitescence: use  delite (slang for delight) and  science: 

It was with sheer delite that he learned the science behind delitescence. 

(16) deipnosophist: break it up as  deip and sophist;  use the parallel word  deil (or devil)  and ASW sophisticated. The silent p must be mispronounced  

The |deil|  p pack has no sophisticated deipnosophist. 

 

 

Solution to Exercise 11: Spelling Bee Set 1 

(Suggested Solutions) 

(1) rappel: use  rapped as a parallel word: 

I |rapped| the cliff with my feet to |rappel|. 

(2) serrefine: use  sir refine as parallel words: 

|Sir, refine| your use of the |serrefine| clamp. 

(3) shalloon: use shall + loon [complete simplification] 

Shall loons wear shalloons? 

(4) tomalley: use tom + alley [complete simplification] 

Tom found liver in the alley not knowing it was a tomalley. 

(5) napiform: use  uniform as an ASW: 

The toy was napiform rather than uniform. 

(6) kakapo use ka–ka–po [letter pattern] 

The parrot kept repeating ka–ka–po. 

(Comment: The actual syllable sounds, which resemble the repeating chant of a parrot could be used instead of the letters. Notice also that the last syllable reminds you of a parrot.) (7) gesellschaft: use the simplification  sells together with ASW  he and the parallel word  

 chaff for the last syllable: He sells |chaff| to bolster gesells|chaft| relationships. 

(8) roscian: use  musician as an ASW: 

The roscian was a skillled musician. 

(9) sorites: use so rites [complete simplification] 

So rites must be observed during sorites arguments. 

(10) catafalque use the ASW  plaque to help with the final syllable: The plaque suited the catalfalque. 

(11) Mogollon: use mo–go–ll–on [letter pattern of two letters]. 

Alternatively, you can remember the double l by remembering this sentence: The Mogollon did not use gallon. 

(12) pococurante: Regular, but use mispronunciation, sounding the final letter alphabetically: poco–cur–ant–e.  The other parts may be recalled by memorising the sentence: 

Pocohontas was pococurante, caring for the cur and the ant.  

(13) foulard: mispronounce as   foul   lard, but be careful: only single l – reinforce by the sentence:  <custard> fell on my < foulard> tie. 

Alternatively, <foul mud> fell on my < foulard> tie. 



(14) vespertine: use  ves/per and  tine (syllable by syllable breakdown, with the last syllable rhyming with  fine. ) A good linking sentence to remember the v is: As per schedule, we have |time| to see a vesper|tine| movie this evening. 

(15) autochthonous: use mispronunciation and letter pattern ch-th fot the middle part can either be pronounced as letters or as sounds, while the other have regular syllable sounds/spellings. Perhaps, the -ous needs some help: 

The autochthonous peasants are not dangerous. 

(16) quokka: use the qu–ok–ka letter pattern with appropriate mispronunciation, with help fot the k 

OK, the quokka is like a small kangaroo. 

(17) menhir: use  men as a simplification and mispronounce hir to rhyme with sir: Men, |sir| are needed to move this large men|hir|. 

(18) semaphore: use the parallel word  phone for the final syllable: Better to use a |phone| rather than sema|phore|. 

(19) ratoon: use regular syllable breakdown with the simpler within-word  rat and the ASW  

 boon for the second syllable: 

The rat thought it was a boon to eat ratoon. 

(20) gnathonic: use  gnat as a partial simplification/reminder of the silent g (or simply pronounce the silent g) in this otherwise regular word: This parasitic gnathonic gnat is annoying. 

(21) knaidel: pronounce the silent k; use  aim a nd  delicious as ASWs: Aim to eat more delicious knaidel. 

(22) foederatus: Break this down as foe/deratus and use the ASWs  fodder at us: The foe, a big  foederatus, threw fodder at us. 

(23) lambdacism: break the word into two parts, using  lamb (as a simpler word) and  |racism|.  

Imagine counting lambs, each lamb represents the letter l and they are racing against each other (reminder of racism/dacism). 

(24) whirlicote: This breaks down regularly as  whirl/i/vote.  Use the parallel word/rhyme  vote 

for cote. 

The whirlicote can whirl while I vote. 

(25) marocain: Use a rhyming ASW for the last syllable – the only tricky part. 

In Spain, they wear marocain. or She is so vain about her marocain. 

(26) yarmulke: mispronunciation yar–mulk–e. 

(The first syllable rhymes with  mar, the second with  hulk and the last is to be pronounced as the letter e. ) 

(27) abalone: use  alon e as a simpler within-word: The abalone was alone in the sea. 

(28) demarche: mispronounce this word using the familiar prefix de- together with march + 

e or use the prefix de- and  marched as an ASW: To defuse its impact, we marched with the President in favour of the demarche. 

(29) rhytidome: use combined syllable breakdown with thy and some as parallel words for the difficult first and last syllables: |some| of |thy| |rhy|ti|dome| is pealing, tree. 

(30) cymotrichous: Use combined syllabus breakdown, using ASWs cycle and famous plus simpler within-words mot and rich: 

The cycle passed its mot and the cymotrichous boy became rich and famous. 

 

 

Exercise 12: Spelling Bee Set 2 

(Suggested Solutions) 

(1) feldenkrais: The only two difficult parts are the  k and the  rais parts. Use appropriate ASWs: 

I stood on the dais to perform the kick exercises of feldenkrais. 

(2) ochidore: Use the simpler within- words  hid and ore: We hid ore in the ochidore or Ouch – that was sore, ochidore .  

(3) ursprache: Only the final part of this word may cause problems; the simpification  ache 

helps: 

Urdu, Russian, Spanish, Polish and Romanian ursprache give me an ache. 

(4) succedaneum: Use syllable breakdown, ASWs s uccess,  dane and mum: There was success for a Dane mum in creating a succedaneum. 

(5) guerdon: use the parallel words  guard on: The |guard on| duty received a |guerdon| for his bravery. 

(6) appoggiatura: This word has a nice pattern of three letters and three a’s:  a–ppo–ggi–a –

 tur–a. The difficult  u in the  tur part can be memorised by the ASW  cut: The appoggiatura cut short my song. 

(7) terribilita: Use letter patters of two (after the first syllable  ter): ter-ri-bi-li-ta. Also use  

 terrible as an ASW to help with the double r. 

The loss of my painting was a terrible shock; so was my terribilita. 

(8) guetapens: use  gust opens as parallel words: A |gust opens| the door of the |guetapens|. 

(or use the ASW  guest: The guest | opens| the door of the guet|apens|. 

(9) stichomythia: the only difficult parts are  ch and  myth;  use  character and  myth as ASWs and partial simplification respectively: Character myth in verse defines stichomythia. 

(10) toreutics: use mispronunciation and simplification:  tore – u – tics 

They tore holes in the metal, these tics, creating tore utics.  

(11) schappe: mispronounce the ending  e;  also use the helping words  science and  happen: Girls who study science happen to wear schappe. 

(12) prosopopoeia: use the letter pattern pro–so–po–po–ei–a; you can also use ASW  Poe as a reminder for the difficult ei pairing: 

If only Poe were alive to present his poems instead of this prosopopoeia. 

(13) nunatak: use simplification and the helping word  kiosk for the  k: Having reached the nunatak, the climber was surprised to see a nun at a kiosk. 

(14) feuilleton: use  few as a parallel word for the first syllable, stressing the u-sound) and partial simplification using  ill and  eton: Few speak ill of eton in newspaper fe uilleton.  

(15) coryza: The only difficult part is the the middle; use the ASW  story: Have you heard the story of the disease coryza which can zap birds? 

(16) esquamulose: use  esquire and  lose,  emphasise the  u sound in the middle too: esquire am I to lose scales to become esquam ulose? 

(17) prospicience: use  science as an ASW and  pros and  pi as simpler within-words: The pros of using pi in science unquestionably shows prospicience. 

(18) maecenas: use  Mae (West) and  (John) Cena as simpler words and maestros  as WEL: Mae and Cena are <maecenas > supporting the < maestros>  in the arts.  

(19) soubrette: use  soul as a parallel word and  brunette as an ASW: With great |soul| the brunette sang like a true |soub|rette. 

(20) elucubrate: think of it as related to flu–cub–rate: 

Because of flu, the young cub writer will elucubrate but his work was not first rate. 

(21) dacryocyst mispronounce as da+ cry + o + cyst : 

The cyst causes his dacryocyst to cry .  

(22) struldbrug: use  truly and  brag as parallel words: He can <|truly| |brag|> about being a s<|truld| |brug|>. 

(23) vivisepulture: use a combination of spelling pattern vi–vi–se–culture and the parallel word  culture: This |culture| is afraid of death by vivise|pulture|. 

(24) narcolepsy: a fairly regular word but the r is rather slurred, so make it prominent by mispronunciation: nar–co–lepsy. If necessary, use  sleepy as a helping word for the final part: He is sleepy due to narcolepsy. 

(25) albumen: use simplification and a helping ASW: 

Albumen comes from the bum of chicken. 

(26) syllepsis: this regular word should not present any problems, except perhaps for the first part and last parts. Use  syllable and  sister as ASWs: Which syllable [word] is described by this syllepsis, sister? 

(27) laodicean: you can use Mao, dice or ocean, depending on the exact difficult part: Laodicean Chinese became politically aware when Mao swept through them like an ocean or Mao plays dice with politics to arouse the Laodicean Chinese. 

(28) smaragdine: regular except for the last part, which you can mispronounce to rhyme with 

fine: 

 s–mar –ag – dine, as well as remembering the sentence: Nothing can mar the beauty of this fine smaragdine. 

(29) schwarmerei: use  school,  warme r and ei– ei– o (saying the letters to express emotion) School attachments become warmer (ei– ei– o) as you look back with schwarmerei. 

(30) stromuhr: use  strong, mug and the abbreviation hr (hour) as ASWs: How strong is the flow into the stromuhr in mug/hr? 

 

 

Exercise 13: Spelling Bee Set 3 

(Suggested Solutions) 

(1) epicede: the last syllable is the problem sound because it can have various spellings. 

Use  code as parallel word and  ode for meaning: We have a |code| for an epi|cede|: an ode for the dead. 

(2) galago: can be easily remembered using complete simplification: gal + ago as well as memorising the sentence: The last time I saw a galago was years ago.  

(3) aracari: regular except for the soft  c and the  i- ending, both of which can be remembered by mispronouncing the word as a hard  c and using the ASW caring: We are caring for the aracari (or use the letter pattern ara–c–ari). 

(4) cocozelle: use a combination of letter pattern co–co–zelle and the rhyming word  belle.  

A good linking sentence is: The belle likes to eat cocozelle. 

(5) psophometer: you can use mispronunciation p – sophometer and ASW physics or Powerful sounds in physics are seen on a psophometer. 

(6) konohiki: use the letter pattern ko–no–hi–ki and an apt linking sentence: If you don’t want a k.o.,  don’t say no,  but say hi to the konohiki. 

(7) siddur: use  sid and  durable as ASWs: Sid bought a durable siddur from a temple bookshop. 

(8) backfisch: the only difficult part is the last part: use finish and school as helping ASWs: Having finished school, the backfisch wants to go to college. 

(9) bayadere: use day and adore as parallel words: Every |day| I |adore| more this dancing |bay||adere|. 

(10) tasajillo: use  Jill for the middle part: Jill likes to eat a fruity tasajillo. 

(11) zeaxanthin: use  thin as a simplification and  tea and  tan as ASWs: Drink |tea| get a |tan| and stay thin by using |zea||xan|thin. 

(12) logopedic: use  medic as an ASW: 

We need more than a medic to deal with his logopedic. 

(13) egeria: use  Nigeria as an ASW: Did egeria come from Nigeria?  

(14) cavaquinho: use  quick and  in hotels as ASWs for the irregular parts: We have a quick inhouse player of a  cavaquinho. 

(15) bandkeramik: Use  hand and  ceramic (substituting  k for c in German) as helping parallel words: 

|Hand ceramic| is another name for |band keramik|. 

(16) gifblaar: the final part with aa is the problem. Use the nursery rhyme  baa baa black 

 sheep: 

Baa baa black sheep, beware of eating gifblaar. 

(17) staatenbund: use the abbreviation AA and simpler words  ten and  bun.  

The AA has ten |buns| to deliver to each state in the staaten|bund|. 

(18) berghaan: the difficult part is the second syllable, especially the double  a; use  hand as Wel: 

The berg<haan> had been trained to eat from the master’s <hand>. 

(19) carroccio: Use letter pattern ca–rr–o–cc–io and  carriages as ASW/WEL plus cc: The <carriages> held cc men in the <carroccio>. (cc is 200 in Roman numerals) (20) klendusity: use  kitchen to remember the k,   security for the ity and  lend us as simpler words: 

In the kitchen,  lend us the security of klendusity. 

(21) brabancon: the difficult part is the end: use  corn as an ASW: The brabancon loves to eat corn. 

(22) konditorei: use  condiments as WEL and  store as helping spelling words, but remember German words prefer k instead of c, and also stress the i sound in the middle and at the end: The <condiments> in this store are just like a <konditorei>. 

(23) juglar: use  jug as a simpler within-word and  mar as an ASW: This jug could mar our juglar cycle. 

(24) marram: breaks down completely into mar + ram or you can use letter pattern:  mar and  

 ram ( mar spelt backwards): The ram liked to eat marram.  

(25) sceloporus: use the helping ASW word  scent and the simplification  or and  us: 

Did the scent come from sceloporus or us? 

(26) pykrete use the helping word  icy to recall y;   kilo to recall k;  the last syllable is to be mispronounced to rhyme with  concrete: 

Mix one icy kilo of water with sawdust to get concrete pykrete . 

(27) lathyrism: Seems regular, except for the  y; however, this sentence helps with all syllables: 

A  bathy prism  describes the condition lathyrism 

(28) koleroga: quite regular: use ko (knock out),   alert and  fungal as ASWs if needed: The palm tree, having suffered a ko, made us alert to fungal koleroga. 

(29) heiligenshein: Use  hail as a parallel word;   gentle as an ASW;   she and  in as simpler words: 

|Hail|, gentle she,  in this |heil|igenshein light! 

(30) durchkomponiert: Use  Dutch as a parallel word for the first syllable, and  composition 

(use k for c in German words) and  happier as ASW: The |Dutch|composition master looks happier today with his |durch|komponiert. 





